BILLINGE 

'^r^an  pi^frtci  @ouncir. 


13th  February,  1900. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH  FOR  1899. 

^Ir.  Chairman  anh  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  suhiiiit  to  you  iny  Aiiuual  Report  upon  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Billingc  for  the  year  1899.  The  area  of  Billinge  is  4,591  acres,  and  tlie  density  of  the  popula- 
tion is  ‘92  per  acre.  The  total  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  in  1899  rvas  65,  of  which  one 
was  registered  in  Ashton-in-Makerheld  (28  were  those  of  males  and  37  of  females).  This  is  equal  to  an 
annual  death-rate  of  15'29  per  1,000  of  population.  Of  the  65  deaths  17  occurred  in  infants  under  one 
year  of  age,  seven  in  children  one  and  under  five  years,  18  in  persons  five  and  under  60  years  of  age,  and 
23  in  persons  over  60  years  of  age.  The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  17,  equal  to 
an  annual  infantile  death-rate  of  136  per  1,000  registered  births. 

Infectious  Diseases. — During  last  year  23  cases  of  infectious  disease  received  notification  as  compared 
with  21  cases  in  1898.  Of  these  cases  six  were  reported  in  Billinge-Chapcl-End,  six  in  Billinge-Higher- 
End,  and  11  in  Winstanley. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  infectious  disease  during  last  year  was  four,  or  '94  per  1,000  of  population, 
against  an  annual  zymotic  death-rate  of  iiil  in  1898. 

Enteric  Fever. — During  the  past  twelve  months  there  has  been  a marked  increase  in  the  prevalency 
of  ihis  infectious  disease  as  compared  with  other  infectious  diseases.  Out  of  a total  number  of  23  infectious 
cases  12  were  registered  as  enteric  fever.  Of  the  12  cases  six  occurred  in  Winstanley,  three  in  Billinge- 
Higher-End,  and  a similar  number  in  Billinge-Chapel-End. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  Winstanley  has  contributed  by  far  the  greater  number  of  enteric 
cases,  while  the  death-returns  show  the  severity  of  the  disease  to  have  been  most  marked  in  the  township  of 
Billingc-Chaiiel-End,  where  two  deaths  resulted  from  the  disease  as  compared  with  none  in  Winstanley. 

In  attempting  to  account  for  the  12  cases  of  enteric  fever,  one  is  struck  by  the  fact  that  10  out  of  the 
12  occurred  just  within  the  boundaries  of  the  several  districts. 

From  the  foregoing  circumstance,  coupled  with  the  absence  of  drainage  defects  and  the  supply  of  the 
Council’s  water,  I arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  infection  had  arisen  outside  the  districts.  With  regard  to 
the  two  remaining  cases  which  occurred  in  the  centre  of  the  district,  I found  sanitary  defects  in  the  drains. 
These  have  been  remedied,  and  additional  ventilation  of  the  sewer  advised  for  fear  of  the  pent-up  sewer 
gases  forcing  the  water-seals  of  the  traps. 

The  milk  supply  in  the  several  cases  seems  to  be  above  suspicion. 

Scarlet  Fever. — I am  sorry  to  report  that  this  infectious  disease  has  been  most  prevalent  in  the  town- 
ship of  'Winstanley,  as  was  the  case  with  enteric  fever.  Out  of  seven  cases  which  received  notification, 
W'instauley  contributed  five  and  Billinge-lIigher-End  two. 
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Not  only  has  tlio  fi'C(|uenc;y  of  tlic  dise.iso  l)een  most  marked  in  Winstanley,  hut  also  the  severity  of 
the  attacks,  the  case  mortality  being  40  [)er  contiig(!  of  attacks. 

The  cases  were  treated  at  their  own  homes,  hence  the  frei[uency  of  the  disease. 

The  relation  of  scarlet  fever  to  season  has  been  well  marked,  as  almost  every  case  was  notified  during 
autumn. 

Erysiublas. — The  frequency  and  severity  of  this  infectious  disease  have  been  unchanged  for  the  last 
three  years,  4 case.s  having  been  reported  each  year,  with  no  deaths. 

The  drainage  and  privy  accommodation  were  neglected  in  two  of  the  cases.  These  have  been 
remedied,  and  no  further  spread  of  the  disease  has  been  reported. 

lliARRiiuiA. — Owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  low  level  of  the  ground  water  and  the  high  temperature  of  the 
earth  during  the  months  of  August  and  September  last  year,  the  deaths  registered  from  this  cause  num- 
bered 9,  as  against  no  deaths  in  the  pi  eceding  year. 

With  one  exception  the  whole  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  children  1 year  and  under  5 years  of  age. 
This  rate  of  mortality  from  diarrhoea,  which  equals  2T1  per  1,000  of  population,  greatly  exceeds  the  mean 

annual  death  rate  of  this  affection. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  1’leurisy. — During  the  past  three  years  there  has  been  a gradual 
decrease  in  the  number  of  death.?  from  the  above  diseases.  In  1897,  28  deaths  rvere  registered;  in  1898, 
13  deaths  ; whilst  last  year  only  10  deaths  were  reported  as  due  to  these  diseases,  equal  to  a death  rate  of 
2'35  per  1,000  of  living. 

Influenza. — During  December  of  last  year  many  cases  of  Influenza  showed  themselves,  and  although 
death  did  not  result  in  a single  case,  the  severity  of  attack  in  many  cases  was  very  severe. 

Phtiilsis. — Only  1 death  was  registered  from  this  affection  during  1899.  This  is  a gicat  improvement 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  when  5 deaths  were  returned  as  due  to  this  cause.  Occupation  was 
undoubtedly  the  important  agent  at  work  in  the  case  already  mentioned. 

Injuries. — Four  deaths  were  registered  from  Injuries  last  year,  1 of  which  occurred  outside  the 
district. 

Old  Property. — The  owners  to  this  class  of  property  have  done  much  work  in  improving  its  drainage, 
ventilation,  and  other  sanitary  defects.  With  the  exception  of  the  property  at  Weaver’s  Court,  Billiiige- 
Chapel-End,  the  condition  of  old  proi)erty  is  satisfactory.  I am  pleased  to  say  that  this  projierty  is 
receiving  the  Council’s  attention,  the  purchase  of  a piece  of  land  behind  the  property  and  the  demolition  of 
two  houses  forming  the  basis  of  the  Improvement  Scheme. 

Sewers. — The  ventilation  of  the  sewers  has  been  much  improved  during  the  past  few  years.  Still 
the  street  ventilators  are  complained  of  in  some  places,  particularly  at  the  Moss,  Billinge-IIigher-End,  and 
in  Main  Street,  Billinge-Chopel-End.  The  flushing  of  the  sewers  is  carried  out  at  very  frequent  intervals. 
The  several  Sewage  Farms  have  been  visited,  the  effluents  examined,  and  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
smell  arising  from  the  Sewage  Farm  near  New  Houses,  in  the  Township  of  Winstanley,  has  been  com- 
plained of,  I have  advised  the  Council  to  adojit  more  settling  tanks  and  j)lant  the  land  with  willoAVS. 

Scavenging. — Since  the  work  of  emptying  privies  was  taken  over  by  the  Council  no  complaint  has 
been  lodged,  and  the  danger  resulting  from  delayed  emptying  removed. 

Disinfection.  — Chemical  disinfection  is  the  only  means  adopted  for  the  destruction  of  pathogenic 
microbes.  As  the  results  hitherto  obtained  have  been  satisfactory  no  special  apparatus  for  disinfection  has 
been  introduced.  The  building  which  the  Council  have  secured  for  temporary  use  in  case  of  an  epidemic  has 
not  been  used  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

Much  sanitary  work  has  been  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  without  the 
serving  of  notices.  Last  year  29  notices  were  served  for  the  abatement  of  nui.sances,  of  which  2 were  due 
to  smoke,  as  against  20  in  1898. 
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Periodical  inspection  of  the  several  districts  has  taken  place  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — I am  pleased  to  report  that  all  the  Dairies  are  supplied  by  the  Councirs 
mains.  The  dangers  resulting  from  insufficient  cubic  space  and  imperfect  ventilation  in  Cowsheds  have 
been  overcome  by  urging  their  importance  on  cowkeepers. 

The  liinewashing  of  Cowsheds  has  also  been  carried  out  at  regular  intervals. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  number  of  Slaughter-houses  registered  is  the  same  as  last  year,  viz.,  -3.  The 
bye-laws  are  strictly  enforced,  and  carcases  have  from  time  to  time  been  inspected. 

Bakehouses. — These  have  at  all  times  been  found  in  a very  sanitary  condition. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  during  the  past  year  has  been  constant  and  of  good  (quality. 
The  Strawberry  Cottages,  whose  past  water  supply  has  been  that  of  a contaminated  stream,  will  shortly, 
through  an  agreement  with  the  Ujiholland  Council,  be  supplied  with  good  waiter. 

The  filter  beds,  wdiich  are  situate  at  Brown  [low,  Billinge-Higher-End,  might  have  been  polluted  had 
not  the  catchwater  drains  wdiich  flow^  into  them  been  carefully  wnitched.  Sewnige  matter  from  insanitary 
property  close  to  he  filter  beds  wms  found  to  be  flowing  through  old  stone  drains  into  tlie  catchwmter  drains. 
These  insanitary  conditions  are  receiving  the  Council’s  present  attention. 


1898. 

1899. 

Death-rate 

18-81 

15-29 

Birth-rate 

31-66 

29-41 

Zymotic  death-rate 

-0 

-94 

I arn. 


Jany.  31st,  1900. 


^Ir.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  oljcdient  Servant, 

R.  0.  MATHER. 


Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1899,  in  the  Billinge  Urban  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


IMiri'tality  from  all  causes,  at  subjoined  ages 


Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children 
under  Five  Years  of  Age. 


Names  of  Localities 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
■ these  ytatisties. 

At  all 
ages. 

Under  1 

1 and 
under  5. 

5 and 
under  15. 

15  and  | 

under  25.  1 

25  and 
under  65.  1 

■Xl 

j Scarlatina . 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid 
Fever. 

Cholera 

Diarrhcea 

and 

Dysentery. 

S 

Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia 
and  Pleurisy 

Heart 

Disease. 

Injuries. 

All  other 
Diseases. 

Total. 

Billingc-Chapel-End  . . 

33 

10 

. 

4 4 

1 

7 

7 

Under  5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 

14 

5 upwds.. 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

8 

19 

Under  5 

1 

2 

3 

6 

l.!illingc-lligher-End  . .. 

o o 

18 

5 

1 1 

1 

1 

9 

■ 

5 upwds. 

1 

2 

9 

12 

Under  5 

2 

2 

4 

Winstanley  

13 

2 

2 

" 2 

■■  7 

5 upw’ds. 

1 

3 

1 

4 

9 

Under  5 

2 

3 

4 

2 

1 

12 

24 

Totals  

64 

17 

7 : 5 

2 

10 

23 

5 upw'ds. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

4 

2 

21 

40 

The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging 

of  the  above  records  of  mortality. 

Deaths  occurring  outside  the 

district  among  persons  be- 
longing thereto  . . 

1 1 

5 upwds. 

1 

1 

no 


Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  iXew  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness,  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  ]\ledieal  Ollieer  of  Health,  during  tlie  year  1899,  in  the  Billinge  Urban  District  ; classified 


according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Naine.s  of  Localities  adopted'  for 
tae  purpose  of  tliese  8tatistics. 

Population  at  all 
Ages. 

Registered 

Births. 

Aged 
under  5 
or  over  o 

New  cases  of  sickness  in  each  Locality  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

CC 

X 

d 

Estimated  to 

middle  of 

1899. 

Scarlatina. 

1 

1 

1 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid 

1 Fever. 

■fj 

'7. 

BILLINGE-CHAl’EL-END 

11)83 

1990 

08 

Under  5 ... 

5 upwards.. 

3 

3 

BILLINGE-HIGHER-ENT) 

1445 

1700 

45 

Under  5 ... 

1 

5 upwards.. 

2 

2 

1 

WINSTANLEY  

5(i8 

12 

Under  5 ... 

2 

2 

5 upwiu'ds. 

3 

4 

3990 

4250 

12-5 

I'nder  5... 

2 

3 

5 uj) wards.. 

5 

9 ... 

